Brighton Girls 
SIXTH  FORM  READING  LIST

The aim of this enormous reading list is to give you an overview of English Literature.  You can use it for reference as well as to give you suggestions for reading and your English teacher will discuss it with you.  The list is organised chronologically and the literature is sorted into genres.  The * symbol denotes a text that you may wish to dip into rather than tackle in its entirety.

Finding books to read should be one of the greatest pleasures in life but sometimes it’s hard to know where to start. If you are looking for suggestions, this list is only one of several places where you might find them! Talk to your friends, your librarian and teachers. 

There are also some excellent books which are designed to help you find your perfect book. Try the Bloomsbury ‘Good Reading Guide’ which is a fantastic overview. You can look up an author or book that you have previously enjoyed and the Guide will suggest similar or challenging next reads. 

There’s also the Bloomsbury ‘100 must read Classic Novels’ which has a similarly user-friendly layout and aims to turn you into a literary giant (and a quiz queen – roll on University Challenge!). Or how about: ‘Literature: A Crash Course’ by Cory Bell. And if you want to check out what a University Professor and former poet laureate thinks you ought to have read, have a look at this: http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2006/jan/31/buildingachildrenslibrary.guardianchildrensfictionprize2005 
The major literary prizes – like the Whitbread Prize and the Man Booker Prize – also have websites where their long lists and short lists and winners are a really good way of having the best of each year’s writing sifted for you. Check out:

· http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie/
· http://www.themanbookerprize.com/
· http://www.orangeprize.co.uk/home
· http://www.costabookawards.com/  (formerly the Whitbread Prize)

· http://nobelprize.org/
· http://www.guardian.co.uk/books
· http://www.commonwealthfoundation.com/culturediversity/writersprize/
· http://www.poetrysoc.com/content/competitions/npc/
· http://www.poetrybooks.co.uk/
· http://www.poetrybooksociety.co.uk/tedhughesaward.html
As well as WHAT you read, you could also think about HOW you read: How to Read a Book: The Classic Guide to Intelligent Reading (A Touchstone book) by Mortimer J. Adler and Charles Van Doren (Paperback - 1972)
Contemporary Prose

Ackroyd Peter


The Casebook of Victor Frankenstein 
Monica Ali 



In the Kitchen: A Novel 





Brick Lane
Aravind Adiga


The White Tiger

Margaret Atwood


The Penelopiad

Sebastian Barry


The Secret Scripture

Byatt AS



The Children’s Book

Peter Ho Davies


The Welsh Girl

J M Coetzee



Summertime

Anne Enright



The Gathering

Sebastian Faulks


Engleby

Patrick Gale



Notes from an Exhibition

Robert Harris



Pompeii






The Ghost

Khaled Hosseini


A Thousand Splendid Suns

Penelope Lively 


The Photograph






Moontiger

Lloyd Jones



Mister Pip

Mantel, Hilary


Wolf Hall

Simon Mawer


The Glass Room

Ian McEwan



On Chesil Beach

Solar

Saturday

David Mitchell


Cloud Atlas






Ghostwritten

Andrew Motion 


The Invention of Dr Cake
Picoult Jodie



Nineteen Minutes

Rushdie Salman


The Enchantress Of Florence

Waters, Sarah


The Little Stranger

Carlos Ruiz Zafon


The Shadow of the Wind






The Angel’s Game
20th  Century  Prose

Ackroyd Peter


Chatterton

Ali T 




Shadows of the Pomegranate Tree

Kingsley Amis


Lucky Jim






Stanley and the Woman

Martin Amis



Time's Arrow

Kate Atkinson


Behind the Scenes at the Museum

Emotionally Weird

Margaret Atwood


The Handmaid's Tale






Cat's Eye






Alias Grace

The Blind Assassin

Oryx and Crake

Beryl Bainbridge


The Bottle Factory Outing






Everyman for Himself

Queeny

James Baldwin


Giovanni's Room

J G Ballard



Running Wild






Empire of the Sun

Pat Barker



Regeneration trilogy

Julian Barnes


Flaubert's Parrot






A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters

Andrea Barrett


The Voyage of the Narwhal

Saul Bellow



Henderson the Rain King

Alan Bennett



The Clothes They Stood Up In

Christabel Bielenberg

The Past Is Myself

Elizabeth Bowen


Death of the Heart

Malcolm Bradbury


The History Man

Anita Brookner


A Start in Life

Anthony Burgess


A Dead man in Deptford

A S Byatt



Possession






The Virgin in the Garden






A Whistling Woman






The Frederica Quartet

Louis de Bernieres


Captain Corelli's Mandolin

Jung Chang



Wild Swans

Angela Carter


The Bloody Chamber






Heroes and Villians

Wise Children

Nick Cave



And the Ass Saw the Angel

Bruce Chatwin


Utz

Jonathan Coe


What a Carve Up

The Rotters’ Club

J Conrad



The Secret Agent






Heart of Darkness

Elizabeth Cook


Achilles

Michael Cunningham

The Hours

Seamus Deane


Reading in the Dark

Margaret Drabble


The Millstone






Jerusalem the Golden

Helen Dunmore


Winter Trees

Don DeLillo



Underworld

Alice Thomas Ellis


The Inn at the Edge of the World

W Faulkner



As I Lay Dying

Sebastian Faulks


Birdsong

Jasper Fforde


The Eyre Affair

Scott Fitzgerald


The Great Gatsby

The Last Tycoon

The Diamond As Big As The Ritz

E M Forster



A Passage to India






Where Angels Fear to Tread

A Room With A view

M Forster



Lady's Maid

John Fowles



The French Lieutenant's Woman

Michael Frayn


Spies

Charles Frazier


Cold Mountain

Albert French


Holly

Billy

Amitav Ghosh


The Glass Palace

Stella Gibbons


Cold Comfort Farm

William Golding


Rites of Passage






Pincher Martin






The Spire






Darkness Visible

Nadine Gordimer 


A World of Strangers

A Gould



To the Burning City

Graham Greene


The Power and the Glory






The Honarary Consul

Ernest Hemingway


For Whom the Bell Tolls






Short Stories

Susan Hill



Strange Meeting






The Woman in Black

Russel Hoban


Riddley Walker

Aldous Huxley


Brave New World

K Ishiguro



The Remains of the Day






The Unconsoled

Christopher Isherwood

Goodbye to Berlin

Henry James



Portrait of a Lady






Washington Square

P.D. James



Children of Men

James Joyce



Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man






Dubliners

Ulysses

Barbara Kingsover


The Poisonwood Bible

Yann Martel



Life of Pi

Valerie Martin


Property

Kneale Matthew


English Passengers

Philip Larkin



Jill






A Girl in Winter

D H Lawrence


Sons and Lovers

The Rainbow






Women in Love

Lady Chatterley’s Lover

Doris Lessing


Martha Quest

The Good Terrorist

Primo Levi



The Periodic Table

Wyndham Lewis


Revenge for Love

Penelope Lively


Moon Tiger

David Lodge



Nice Work






How far Can You Go?

Peter Carey



Oscar and Lucinda

C McCarthy



All The Pretty Horses

Frank McCourt


Angela's Ashes

Moy McCrory



The Fading Shrine

Ian McEwan



Enduring Love

Atonement

The Cement Garden

A Child in Time

The Black Dog

Rohinton Mistry


A Fine Balance

Family Matters

Nancy Mitford


The Pursuit of Love

Love in a Cold Climate

Timothy Mo



Sweet and Sour

Toni Morrison


Beloved






Jazz

John Mortimer


Paradise Regained

Nicholas Mosley 


Hopeful Monsters

Iris Murdoch



The Bell






The Sea






Me Message to the Planet

Edna O Brien


August is a Wicked Month

Ben Okri



The Famished Road

George Orwell


The Road to Wigan Pier






Down and Out in Paris and London






The Clergyman's Daughter

Mervyn Peake


The Gormenghast Trilogy

C Phillips



Cambridge

D B C Pierre



Vernon God Little

Dennis Potter                                 Blackeyes

Barbara Pym



Quartet in Autumn

Gwen Raverat


Period Piece

Bernice Reubens


Spring Sonata

Michele Roberts


Fair Exchange

Salman Rushdie


Midnight's Children

Vita Sackville-West


All Passion Spent

Lorna Sage



Bad Blood

Vikram Seth



A Suitable Boy

Jane Smiley



A Thousand Acres

Zadie Smith



White Teeth

Muriel Spark   


Memento Mori

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie






A Far Cry from Kensington

Girls of Slender Means
Graham Swift                                Waterland

D Tartt



The Secret History

A Thorpe



Ulverton

C Toibin



The Heather Blazing

Rose Tremain


Restoration

Music and Silence






The Way I Found Her

John Updike



Rabbit Run

Gertrude and Claudius

Alice Walker



The Color Purple

Marina Warner


Indigo

Evelyn Waugh


A Handful of Dust

Brideshead Revisited

Scoop

T.H. White



Pemberley

Angus Wilson


No Laughing Matter

PG Wodehouse


Right ho, Jeeves

Virginia Woolf


To the Lighthouse






Mrs Dalloway






A Room of One's Own

Flush

Contemporary Poetry
Simon Armitage


Killing Time – Millennium Poem






Gawain and The Green Knight

Carol Ann Duffy


Rapture

            Answering Back: Living poets reply to the poetry of the past 
Seamus  Heaney


District and Circle

Philip Gross



The Water Table
Sean O’Brian



The Drowned Book

Alice Oswald 


Weeds & Wild Flowers 
20th  Century  Poetry

Poetry of the 1930s


Penguin Anthology

Simon Armitage


Zoom






Cloud Cuckoo Land

W H Auden



'Musee des Beaux Arts'

Tell Me The Truth About Love

Gillian Clarke 


Five Fields

Keith Douglas


Collected Poems

Carol Ann Duffy


The Other Country

Selected Poems

The World’s Wife

Douglas Dunn


Elegies

TS Eliot



'Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock'






'Portrait of a Lady'






* The Wasteland






* The Four Quartets

Robert Frost



'Mending Wall'

'The Road Not Taken'

Lavinia Greenlaw


Night Photograph






Thomas Hardy


Poems 1912 – 1913

Tony Harrison


Selected poems

Seamus Heaney


Death of a Naturalist






North






The Haw Lantern

Ted Hughes



The Hawk in the Rain






Birthday Letters
Philip Larkin



The Whitsun Weddings

Christopher Logue


Kings

Andrew Motion


Salt Water

Wilfred Owen


'Strange Meeting'






'Dulce et Decorum est'

Sylvia Plath



'Ariel'

Carol Rumens


Selected Poems

C H Sisson



Collected Poems

Stevie Smith



Selected Poems

Matthew Sweeney


The Flying Spring Onion

Edward Thomas


'Old Man'






'Lights Out'

Charles Tomlinson


The Shaft

Derek Walcott


Oneros

W B Yeats



'Wild Swans at Coole'






'Easter 1916'






'Sailing to Byzantium'

20th  Century  Drama

Samuel Beckett


Waiting for Godot






Endgame

Alan Bennett



Talking Heads 1 & 2






Habeas Corpus






The History Boys

Edward Bond


The Sea

Caryl Churchill


Top Girls

Brian Friel



Dancing at Lughnasa

Translations

Pam Gems



Camille

Arthur Miller



All my Sons






Death of a Salesman






The Crucible

John Osborne


Look Back in Anger

Peter Nichols



A Day in the Death of Joe Egg

Harold Pinter



The Birthday Party






The Caretaker

D Potter



The Son of Man

George Bernard Shaw

Pygmalion






Arms and the Man

Saint Joan

Tom Stoppard


The Real Inspector Hound






Arcadia

John Synge



The Playboy of the Western World






Riders to the Sea

Timberlake Wertenbaker

Our Country's Good

Arnold Wesker


Roots

Tennessee Williams


A Streetcar Named Desire






Cat on a Hot Tin Roof






The Glass Menagerie

19th  Century   Prose

Jane Austen



Emma






Pride and Prejudice






Persuasion






Mansfield Park






Sense and Sensibility

Mary Bradden


Lady Audley's Secret

Charlotte Bronte


Jane Eyre






Villette






Shirley

Emily Bronte



Wuthering Heights

Kate Chopin



The Awakening

Wilkie Collins



The Moonstone

The Woman In White

Basil

Thomas De Quincey

Confessions of an Opium Eater

Charles Dickens


Bleak House






Dombey and Son






Little Dorrit






Our Mutual Friend

George Eliot



The Mill on the Floss






Middlemarch

Mrs Gaskell



WIves and Daughters






North and South

Thomas Hardy


Tess of the d'Urbevilles






Jude the Obscure






The Woodlanders

Under The Greenwood Tree

Rudyard Kipling


Kim






The Jungle Book

Herman Melville


Moby Dick

Walter Pater



Marius the Epicurean






The Renaissance

Walter Scott



Heart of Midlothian

Mary Shelley



Frankenstein

William Thackeray


Vanity Fair

Anthony Trollope


The Warden






Barchester Towers

The Way We Live Now

Mark Twain 



Huckleberry Finn

Mary Webb



Precious Bane

19th  Century  Poetry

Matthew Arnold


The Scholar Gipsy






Dover Beach

Robert Browning


Men and Women

Robert Browning


Dramatis Personae

Lord Byron



*Childe Harold






*Don Juan

John Clare



The Shepherd's Calendar

Samuel Taylor Coleridge

'Kubla Khan'






'Frost at Midnight'






'The Ancient Mariner'

George Crabbe


The Parish Register

Gerard Manley Hopkins

'The Wind Hover'






'Binsey Poplars'






'I wake and feel the fell of dark'

A E Housman


A Shropshire Lad

John Keats



'Ode to a Grecian Urn'






'Ode to a Nightingale'






'Ode to Autumn'






'Ode to Melancholy'






'The Eve of St Agnes'

Percy Bysshe Shelley

'Ode to the West Wind'

Alfred, Lord Tennyson
   
*Idylls of the King






*'In Memoriam'

Oscar Wilde



'The Ballad of Reading Gaol'

William Wordsworth


'Tintern Abbey'

19th  Century  Drama

Oscar Wilde



'The Importance of Being Ernest'

18th   Century  Prose

William Beckford


Vathek

James Boswell


*The Life of Samuel Johnson

Fanny Burney


Evelina

Daniel Defoe



Robinson Crusoe






Moll Flanders

Henry Fielding


Tom Jones






Joseph Andrews

Dr Johnson



*Lives of the Poets

Samuel Richardson


*Pamela

Jonathan Swift


Gulliver's Travels

Lawrence Sterne


Tristram Shandy

18th   Century  Poetry

William Blake


Songs of Innocence and Experience

Robert Burns



'To a Mouse'






'A Red, Red Rose'

Thomas Gray


'Elegy in a Country Churchyard'

Dr Johnson



The Vanity of Human Wishes

Alexander Pope


*Essay on Man






The Rape of the Lock

James Thomson


*The Seasons

18th  Century  Drama

George Farquhar


The Beaux Stratagem

Oliver Goldsmith


She Stoops To Conquer

Richard Sheridan


The Rivals 






School for Scandal

17th   Century  Prose

John Bunyan


  *The Pilgrim's Progress

* The Diaries of Samuel Pepys

* 1611 version of the Bible

17th   Century  Poetry

Ben Jonson



'To Penshurst'

The Metaphysical Poets

ed. Helen Gardiner (Penguin)

John Donne



Songs and Sonnets

George Herbert


'Virtue', 'The Collar'

Andrew Marvell


'To his Coy Mistress', 'The Garden'

Henry Vaughan


'The Word', 'The Waterfall'

John Milton



*Paradise Lost

William Shakespeare


Sonnets

17th   Century  Drama

Aphra Behn



The Rover

William Congreve


The Way of the World

Ben Johnson



The Alchemist






Volpone

Thomas Middleton


Women Beware Women

William Shakespeare

Antony and Cleopatra






As You Like It






Hamlet






King Lear






Macbeth






Othello






Measure for Measure






Much Ado about Nothing






The Tempest






Twelfth Night etc

John Webster


The Duchess of Malfi






The White Devil

16th  Century  Prose

Holinshed - *Chronicles


(useful for discovering some of 







Shakespeare's sources)

16th  Century  Poetry

 Edmund Spenser



*The Faerie Queen

Sir Thomas Wyatt 



'They fle from me that sometyme did me 






seke'.







 Songs and Sonnets

16th  Century  Drama

Christopher Marlowe


Dr Faustus







Edward II

Pre-15th  Century  Prose

 John Mandeville



*Mandeville's Travels

Pre-15th  Century  Poetry

Geoffrey  Chaucer



*The Canterbury Tales

Peter Ackroyd and Geoffrey Chaucer                     The Canterbury Tales: A Retelling by Peter Ackroyd
Geoffrey Chaucer



*Troilus and Criseyde

* Beowulf




(Translated by M Alexander)

* The Owl & the Nightingale

* Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Foreign  Literature
Bulgakov



The Master and Margarita

Dostoyevsky



Crime and Punishment






The Idiot

Flaubert



Madame Bovary

Maxim Gorky



My Childhood

Kafka




Metamorphosis

Guiseppi di Lampedusa

The Leopard

Fredrico Garcia Lorca

Blood Wedding

Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Love in the Time of Cholera

Puskin



Eugene Onegin

Patrick Suskind 


Perfume

Tolstoy



Anna Karenina






War and Peace

Turgenev



Fathers and Sons






First Love

Bernhard Schlink 


The Reader

General  Critical  Reading

E M Forster



Aspects of the Novel

Arnold Kettle



Introduction to the English Novel

D Lodge



The Art of Fiction

Rogers



The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature

FENTON, JAMES (2002) An Introduction to English Poetry  1st Ed. Viking Penguin

FRY, STEPHEN (2007) An Ode Less Travelled  Arrow Books

EAGLESTONE, ROBERT (2009) Doing English  Routledge 3rd edition

TRAGEDY

POOLE, ADRIAN (2005) Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction  1st Ed. OUP

McEVOY; COULT; SANDFORD (2009) Tragedy: A Student Handbook  1st Ed. English Media Centre

BUSHNELL, REBECCA (2008) Tragedy, A Short Introduction  1st Ed. Blackwell

WALLACE, JENNIFER (2007) The Cambridge Introduction to Tragedy  1st Ed. CUP

LITERARY BIOGRAPHY

CONTEMPORARY

Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama (plus read an article analysing this by David Remnick: http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/apr/24/bridge-life-rise-obama-remnick)

Writing Home by Alan Bennett

Family Romance by John Lanchester

MODERN

Ariel's Gift: Ted Hughes, Sylvia Plath and the Story of "Birthday Letters" by Erica Wagner
Autobiographies by RS Thomas

Thomas Hardy: The Time-torn Man by Claire Tomalin

Evelyn Waugh: A Biography by Selina Hastings

Timebends: A Life by Arthur Miller

Philip Larkin: A Writer's Life by Andrew Motion

Blue Remembered Hills. A Recollection - Hardcover (July 1984) by Rosemary Sutcliff
VICTORIAN

Dickens by Peter Ackroyd

The Invisible Woman: The Story of Nelly Ternan and Charles Dickens by Claire Tomalin
The Bronte Myth by Lucasta Miller
The Brontes by Juliet R.V. Barker

A Chainless Soul: A Life of Emily Bronte by Katherine Frank

Emily's Ghost: A Novel of the Bronte Sisters by D Giardina
Bronte by Glyn Hughes  (fictionalised biography)

The Taste of Sorrow by Jude Morgan    (fictionalised biography)

The Life of Charlotte Brontë (Oxford World's Classics) by Elizabeth Gaskell
Elizabeth Gaskell: A Habit of Stories by Jenny Uglow

The Quickening Maze Adam Foulds (Fictionalised biography of John Clare)
ROMANTIC

Young Romantics: The Shelleys, Byron and Other Tangled Lives by Daisy Hay

Blake by Peter Ackroyd

The Lambs of London by Peter Ackroyd

John Keats by Andrew Motion

The Invention of Dr Cake by Andrew Motion (fictionalised biography)

Mary Shelley: Frankenstein's Creator - The First Science Fiction Writer (Barnard Biography) by Joan Kane Nichols

Shelley: The Pursuit by Richard Holmes

Ariel: A Shelley Romance by Andre Maurois
Coleridge: Early Visions by Richard Holmes

Unruly Times: Wordsworth and Coleridge in Their Time by A.S. Byatt

Byron: Life and Legend by Fiona MacCarthy

Imposture (Byron Trilogy) by Benjamin Markovits (first volume in fictionalised biographical trilogy)

The Life and Death of Mary Wollstonecraft by Claire Tomalin
AUGUSTAN

A Memoir of Jane Austen: and Other Family Recollections (Oxford World's Classics) by James Edward Austen-Leigh and Kathryn Sutherland

My Dear Cassandra: The Illustrated Letters of Jane Austen by Jane Austen, Penelope Hughes-Hallett, and Elizabeth Drury

Obstinate Heart: Jane Austen - A Biography by Valerie Grosvenor Myer

Jane Austen: A Life by Claire Tomalin

Jane's Fame: How Jane Austen Conquered the World by Claire Harman

Jane Austen: A Life by David Nokes

Life of Samuel Johnson (Wordsworth Classics of World Literature) by James Boswell

Samuel Pepys: The Unequalled Self by Claire Tomalin
ELIZABETHAN

Shakespeare on Toast: Getting a Taste for the Bard by Ben Crystal
Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? by James Shapiro and Nick Morley 

1599: A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare by James Shapiro 

Shakespeare: The Biography by Peter Ackroyd

In Search of Shakespeare [DVD] [2003] ~ Michael Wood – plus book to accompany BBC series

Shakespeare: The World as a Stage (Eminent Lives) by Bill Bryson

Soul of the Age: The Life, Mind and World of William Shakespeare by Jonathan Bate

The Genius of Shakespeare by Jonathan Bate

Shakespeare and Co.: Christopher Marlowe, Thomas Dekker, Ben Jonson, Thomas Middleton, John Fletcher and the Other Players in His Story by Stanley Wells

Shakespeare, Sex, and Love by Stanley Wells – meet the author: http://www.amazon.co.uk/Shakespeare-Sex-Love-Stanley-Wells/dp/0199578591/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1272186269&sr=8-2
Shakespeare: For All Time by Stanley Wells

The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare (Oxford Companions) by Stanley Wells and Michael Dobson

The Lodger: Shakespeare on Silver Street by Charles Nicholl

The Reckoning: The Murder of Christopher Marlowe by Charles Nicholl

Sir Philip Sidney: A Double Life by Alan Stewart

EARLIER

Leonardo Da Vinci: The Flights of the Mind by Charles Nicholl

Chaucer's London: Everyday Life in London 1342-1400 by A.R. Myers

Chaucer (Brief Lives) by Peter Ackroyd
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